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Humphreys Responds to Idaho Leadership Spat

A Guest Opinion by Ed Humphreys
GOP Candidate for Idaho Governor

I'm getting a lot of questions about my thoughts on the recent spat between the Lt. Governor
and the Governor. While I would prefer to use my time to continue building out our statewide
organization and stay out of a catfight, I also don’t want to be like most career politicians and
avoid the important questions. 

This recent spat is a perfect example as to why I chose to run for office rather than support the
current set of politicians. Idaho is operating in a complete leadership vacuum. Leadership from
the Idaho Statehouse is as rare a commodity as toilet paper was during the lockdown.

First, let me address the Governor’s stance on the COVID response and mask-mandates. “Local
control” is a phrase that seems to get kicked around in an effort to punt on tough issues. Now,
the current administration is correct; local ordinances around health or the protection of health
is in the charge of counties. 

Nonetheless, the Governor has continued to avoid being a leader on these matters. Where were
the quotes about the Idaho Constitution when this administration deemed church services
non-essential but liquor stores essential? Where were the quotes about the Constitution when
Idahoans were prevented from peaceably assembling as is their right as outlined in both the US
and Idaho Constitutions?

More importantly, for an issue that is so heated and charged, where was the leadership from
the second floor of the Statehouse? It’s one thing to sit back and say, “not my job, not my
problem.” But a real leader knows the buck stops at their desk! 
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The mask-mandates were entirely a ridiculous policy. Let’s be clear, wearing a mask while you
walk into a restaurant and then taking it off when you sit down is mind-numbingly stupid. Plain
and simple.

The fact that mask mandates somehow made big-box retailers safe, but attending church was
still a “super-spreader event” highlights just how ridiculous the policy was. My sense is the
big-box retailers and other monied interests outfits had lobbyists descend upon the Statehouse
to present special-interest science that conveniently laid out which parts of people’s lives were
“necessary.”

Now, on the discussion of leadership, this week’s political ploy hardly fits the bill. Standing up
for what you believe in is an important aspect. But it is only part of it. Leadership is about
molding opinions and perspectives, it’s about creating coalitions, and it’s about crafting
long-lasting solutions. 

Seizing the Governor's pen for a few hours when he’s out of town may make headlines, no
doubt. But everything that was done was just as quickly undone. There were no discussions,
there was no collaboration, and there was no vision. Heck, if you wanted to really get the job
done then why not end the whole state of emergency? 

Ronald Reagan said it best; “The only experience you get in politics is how to be political.” Boy,
was there a whole lotta politicking this week. Yet, Idaho still operates in a leadership vacuum. I
am running for Governor to provide real solutions that benefit those outside of the political
class. For those who, like me, are hungry for bold leadership, then I would encourage you to not
support the status-quo who fail to address important issues. Quit voting for the same set of
players that you already know. Idahoans want solutions not politics played with their families
and freedoms. It’s time for something new.
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